THE NISIBIN ROAD
THESE is A VERY OLD CARAVAN TRACK WHICH LEADS FROM
Mosul by Nisibin to Aleppo. It goes back to times before
metals were invented: it was a highway in the days of
Assyria: and the convoys of silk travelled along it on their
way from China to Byzantium when Justinian selected
Artaxata, near Erzerum, Rakka on the Euphrates, and
Nisibis, as the three market towns for interchange of wares
between the Empires of Persia and of Rome.
In the first centories of Arabian rule this route still went
through pleasant and fertile lands. The city of Mosul lay
in a semicircle west of the river, with the mosque on a
height at the top of a flight of steps from the water's edge.
On the far side, some way off, was the palace of the Caliphs.
Walls and towers encircled the town and enclosed a square
fortress where markets were held. The bazaars were
vaulted as they still are: the houses were built of soft white
For die geography of these old trade routes I am especially indebted
to Mr. I/Estrange*s Lands of the Eastern Caliphate; to Beazley's Dawn
of Modem Geography; and Heyd Le Commerce du Levant.
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